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Issue number  74       January 2010 

 
The Thomas Cooper Striking Competition 2009 

Competition committee: Alec Osbaldiston, Colin Ward. 
 
 The striking competition this year took place at Canon Pyon, a nice ring of 6 bells which provided ringers with the 
opportunity to strike well. 
 
 A warm and comfortable afternoon allowed the ringers to listen outside to the ringing whist engaging   in          
conversation, look around inside Saint Lawrence’s Church and  enjoy afternoon tea, in the church, with fellow ringers. 
 

Six teams participated in the competition, representing five of the districts, with Church Stretton being allowed to 
enter two teams. 
 The test piece was 120 changes of Plain Bob Minor including any rounds rung after the touch. 
 The competition judge was our Master Mark Pugh who kindly took on the task at very short notice because, due 
to an accident, our judge was unable to attend. 
 
 In his introduction Mark commented that it was an excellent competition and because the ringing had been very 
good it had made his job more difficult. His comments, below, were offered as general constructive comments. 
 
 The competition commenced with the first team soon settling down after some rushed hand stroke leads but mak-
ing very few actual mistakes. They were followed by a team which again rang at a fine speed with the occasional un-
clear dodges in 3-4 and the little bells tending to dictate the speed. Increased speed was noticed with the third band to 
ring, they were the fastest of the afternoon, and needed to be more careful with their handstroke leads. Good leading 
throughout was noticeable with the next band and when errors occurred these tended to be in clusters. The penultimate 
band demonstrated confident ringing with the final band having an error in the same place in both the (unjudged) plain 
course and their test piece but they quickly recovered and settled down. 
 The test piece was marked by recording a fault of any description in each change. 
 
 Hereford District came first in the competition with 18 faults. They were the first band to ring in the afternoon, 
they were a pleasure to listen to and their ringing provided a challenging start to the competition. 
 
 Other district bands position (faults) were, 
 

2nd. (20) Church Stretton (A team).   
3rd. (24) Church Stretton (B team).     
4th. (25) Ledbury.    
5th. (26) Ross on Wye.    
6th. (40) Clifford and Kington    
 
Our thanks to Rev Michael Cluet and the Canon Pyon ringers for providing excellent teas during the afternoon, 

The Rev Michael Cluett for taking the service and their organist. 
 Their warm welcome and hospitality made it an enjoyable competition for us all. 
 
Members of the winning band were; 1.Ricky Shallcross.(C);  2. Richard Pullin;  3. Nicky Aubrey;  4.Dave Powell;  

5. Kris Perruzza and  6. Andrew Mainwaring. 
 
Recordings of the ringing are available on the website.  http://www.hdgb.org/page254.html  
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Church Stretton District Social 

 
‘It was a shame to spend the only decent day in 
the last week peeling apples, but that is the 
way of this world and all in a good cause’ … 
the Church Stretton District Social held in             
Leebotwood village hall on Friday 20th           
November.  Paul Lewis pulled an excellent quiz 
out of his hat (lap top) and kept around 30 
members and friends remarkably quiet, asking 
a    variety of taxing questions: who lives at Cla-
rence House, where is the Queen’s official 
Scottish residence, what is the symbol for …?  
The     attendees formed teams of about four 
and the Spares trounced the competition with a 
laudable 151 score … must remember to split 
that team up next time!  Paul’s quizzes are al-
ways well thought through and challenging 
without being impossible … the Mr Men, bones 
in the body and personages in Cluedo were 
challenging, fun or easy … depending on your 
personal expertise and how many of us can 
remember the theme tune for Black Beauty?  
The aforementioned apples (crumble) and 
baked spuds went down well at part way 
through the proceedings and some excellent 
salads appeared from the Stoke      direction.  
Henry’s beetroot in jelly is to die for!  Well done 
everyone who came/helped etc, an excellent 
evening with a very reasonable profit, given we 
were not planning one, around £90 for the 
Guild’s Bell Restoration Fund. 
 
Anne Hone 
 
 

The BRF 300+ Club Draw 
 

The final draw for 2009 took place on November 16th in 
the ringing room at Kingsland. 

The following winning numbers were drawn. 
 
 

No. Prize       Name  
    
29    £60 A.P. Tomlinson  
280   £40 Tony Greatrex  
262   £20 R. Coghlan   
247    £20 Allan Bellamy  
290   £15 Graham Fletcher  
279   £15 Michael Knott  
138   £10 Martin Foster  
50    £10 R. Kerslake,  
211   £10 John Harrold  
253   £10  Clive Walters  
291    £5  Richard Danby  
234   £5 Much Wenlock  
16   £5 Katharine Askey  
241    £5 A.J Molinoli  
 
Thank you everyone for your support, and good luck in 

the 2010 Draws. 

YOUNG RINGERS EVENT NOVEMBER 
 
Unfortunately due to the short notice of the 
event and other outings clashing there was a 
low turnout at the young ringers outing       
however the younger ringers who turned up 
enjoyed ringing at Kimbolton. Thank you to the 
kindness of the Leominster district for letting us 
join in with their ringing and tea. We also 
joined in the 10 bell practice at Leominster in 
the evening. Another outing is planned for 
when we have better weather, maybe even 
including bowling? If anyone is interested in 
this then please do get in contact with me with 
an email address or a phone number so that 
you can be informed directly of anything that is 
happening.  
 
Francesca Cinderey  
francesca.c@hotmail.co.uk  

This Year’s Thomas Cooper Competition 
 
It’s an eight bell year for the striking competition and 
Ian Rowe has agreed to it being held on the splendid 
new ring at Morville,   Bridgnorth     on Saturday 9th 
October. 
 
The Method will be Grandsire triples. 
 
Alec and Colin need a volunteer to join the committee 
to help in the organisation of the event, particularly 
helping on the actual day. 
 
Alec Osbaldiston.  
 
Tel 01584 891351 or  

aosbaldiston@aol.com  

 

Raising bells 
 
As a follow up to Richard Danby’s splendid article in the 
last Open Lead.  Did you hear ‘Bells on Sunday’ on 
January 17th.  If not try the iPlayer! 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b00ps6kn/
Bells_on_Sunday_17_01_2010/  
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UP AND COMING YOUNGSTERS 

No.1 - Laura Davies 
Back in the 1960s the Ringing World published a series of pen pictures of some 
of the up-and-coming young ringers of the day.   It’s fascinating to look back forty 
five years or so to see who “made the grade”, and who didn’t!   One who fell firmly 
into the first category is our own Rick Shallcross, but I’ll spare his blushes by not 
giving away any details of the nice things that were said about him at the time! 

It occurred to me that we have a goodly number up-and-coming youngsters in the 
Guild at the present, so I reckon it’s time we did the same thing again:  in the 
hope that others will carry on where I leave off, and write some notes about them, 
I’ve chosen a hitherto little known ringer, Laura Davies. 

Laura is 14 and was taught to ring at Berriew, Powys by her dad, Andy, in the 
summer of 2007.   The Berriew band went en masse to Hopton Heath and had 
several tuition sessions with John Turney and Jan Herraty at the Teaching Belfry.   
It must have been clear to John that Laura was chomping at the bit (almost     
literally as we shall see later) to progress rather more rapidly than the others, so 
he advised Andy to ask the Welshpool band if the two of them could come along 
to their practice, to which the answer was a resounding yes! 

Thus it was that they turned up, not without some fear and trepidation apparently, 
at Welshpool at the end of July 2008.   After sorting out a few minor handling 

problems it soon became apparent that Laura was a complete natural at bellringing.  Fortunately service ringing times 
do not clash, so Andy and Laura ring regularly at  Berriew and Welshpool and have become valuable members of both 
teams. 

Laura made rapid progress and within a few weeks was ringing the treble to Triples and Major.  Before long she had 
mastered Plain Bob and Grandsire inside and, with Stedman holding no terrors for her, soon moved on to Treble Bob 
and Cambridge Surprise Major. 

Never one to miss the chance of ringing at a new tower, she has rung at 77 to date, including one very notable grab, 
Liverpool Cathedral, where she strapped the 82 cwt tenor with tower captain, Len Mitchell.  Others include the cathe-
drals at Worcester, Chester, Newport and Brecon, and prestige towers such as Tewkesbury Abbey and Evesham Bell 
Tower.  She’s even braved the dreaded cage at Pershore. 

Laura’s first quarter was Plain Bob Major on the treble at Welshpool in February 2009 and her current  total is 10,      
including Grandsire Caters at Clun and two of Cambridge Surprise Major.  Then, in November 2009 she was asked if 
she’d like to ring in a ten-bell quarter in Shrewsbury:   Not surprisingly, the conductor had assumed she would want the 
treble, but she’d done her homework well, and duly made an excellent job of ringing one of the working bells to         
Cambridge Surprise Royal, despite never having struck a blow in it before! 

She has a good sense of rhythm and is a precise striker,  so it came as no surprise to us to discover that she wasn’t 
fazed in any way at the prospect of taking part in striking competitions.  Her first was with the Welshpool team at 
Rushbury when she rang the treble to Grandsire Doubles and her dad rang the tenor.  To the team’s surprise they beat 
the much fancied Stoke St Milborough team into second place.  Since then, no team she’s rung in has finished lower 
than runner-up!   In the Thomas Cooper Competition at Canon Pyon she again rang with Welshpool and, even though 
they were up against the “professionals” from Burghill, her team ran them a close second.  A lucky mascot indeed. 

In the summer of 2009 she rang at Cardington for the first time.  Being mightily impressed with this delightful little eight 
she asked if she could ring her first peal there.   We assumed she would want to ring something like Plain Bob Major, 
but no, it had to be Cambridge Surprise Major, and such is her determination we had few doubts that she would get her-
self up to standard in time to ring it inside.  She was as good as her word and a very fine peal was scored, with Laura 
ringing for long periods without making any mistakes.  Her thanks, and those of the band, go to David Elliott of          
Cardington for making all the arrangements, even down to organising the celebratory lunch in the pub afterwards. 

Laura is a keen horsewoman – there, you see, is the link with my earlier remark!   They have five horses on the family’s 
smallholding, Laura’s favourite being a 16-year old grey Connemara mare called “Seren”, on whom she has won Best 
Young Rider rosettes at various Mid Wales venues, including at the Berriew Show in her home village. 

She has a younger sister Emily who, it is rumoured, would also like to take up bellringing.  But sibling rivalry being what 
it is,  Emily is being held off for a little while longer yet.  Meanwhile their mum, Stephanie, bears the frequent              
disappearances of her husband and elder daughter with amazing patience and understanding. 

When asked what her ultimate goal in bellringing is, Laura thought for a while and, remembering her experiences     
practising with the Leeds Parish Church 12-bell team in 2009, she has decided she will one day ring in the Final of the     
National 12-Bell Competition.   Knowing her fierce determination to succeed and her performances in competitions    
already, who’d bet against her doing just that in years to come! 
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WILLIAM PENNY BROOKES AND THE OLYMPIC CONNECTION 

 
Did you know that a former resident of Much Wenlock is widely regarded within athletics circles as being a principal 
founding father of the Modern Olympic Games?   No, nor did I, at least not until last summer when I received an invita-
tion from Val Roberts to ring in a special peal there! 

William Penny Brookes was born in Much Wenlock on 13th August 1809, eldest son of one of the local doctors.   The 
Brookes family house opposite the Parish Church is still used as a private residence.   William followed his father into 
the medical profession and was very active in local affairs, becoming a Justice of the Peace and shortly afterwards 
Commissioner for Roads and Taxes. 

A passionate believer in the importance of sport in promoting well-being, he founded the Wenlock Olympian Society, 
with the objective of holding an annual Games to “promote the moral, physical and intellectual improvement of the in-
habitants of the town and neighbourhood of Wenlock, and especially of the working classes, by the encouragement of 
outdoor recreation and by the award of prizes annually at public meetings for skill in athletic exercises, and proficiency 
in intellectual and industrial attainments.” 

Brookes’ first connection with the concept of international Olympic Games occurred when the Athens Olympian 
Games were held for the first time in 1859 and he sent them a donation of £10.  In recognition of this, the Greek Com-
mittee decided to award the Wenlock Prize to the winner of the ‘Long’ or ‘Sevenfold’ race. 

Meanwhile the Wenlock Olympian Games continued to go from strength to strength and became an important event in 
the sporting calendar.  Silver cups and medals eventually replaced the earlier money prizes to reflect the amateur 
status of the events, although there were some for ‘professionals’. 

Brookes was closely involved with the start of the National Olympian Association, whose first Festival was a three-day 
event held in 1866 at Crystal Palace.   Interestingly the winner of the 440 yard hurdle race on that occasion was one 
W. G. Grace, who was excused fielding for the England XI in a cricket match at the Oval in order to take part! 

In 1889 Baron de Coubertin came to England seeking information on sports education as practised in schools, and 
Brookes invited him to come again the following year as his guest at the Wenlock Olympian Games.  Thus began the 
friendship and dialogue between the two men who were to become the prime movers in setting the Modern Olympic 
flame alight.   Sadly Brookes did not quite live to see his dream of an International Olympic Games come to fruition, for 
he died on 10th December 1895, four months before they were held in April 1896.  In his obituary to Brookes, Baron 
Coubertin wrote:  ‘If the Olympic Games that Modern Greece has not yet been able to revive still survives today, it is 
due, not to a Greek, but to Dr William Penny Brookes.’   In 1994 Juan Antonio Samaranch, President of the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee, came to Wenlock to lay a wreath at the Brookes family grave and stated to the world’s 
press, “I come to pay tribute and homage to Dr Brookes who really was the founder of the Modern Olympic Games”. 

The Wenlock Olympian Games continue to be held annually to this day and recent distinguished guests of honour 
have included a grand nephew of Baron de Coubertin, H.R.H. Princess Anne and Sir Arthur Gold, Chairman of the 
British Olympic Association. 

2009 being the 200th Anniversary Year of Brookes’ birth, the Wenlock Olympian Society requested that the bells of 
the parish church be rung to celebrate the occasion.  So Val Roberts duly arranged a peal in a new method, to be 
named William Penny Brookes Surprise Major, and one was duly scored on the actual anniversary, 13th August 2009, 
using a composition produced specially for the occasion by Don Morrison. 

The peal attempt was publicised beforehand and generated considerable interest in the town.  The ringers could 
clearly hear a loud cheer from outside the tower as it came round after 3 hours and 11 minutes of excellent ringing.  
On descending the tower we were quickly marshalled into a group so that the many well-wishers who had turned out 
could get a photograph.  Afterwards the band went to Val’s house for a superb lunch which she and her daughter Sally 
had kindly  prepared.  Many thanks from all the band, Valerie, for a truly excellent day! 

The band (l to r) was Neil Bennett, Chris Kippin,           
Peter Bennett, Nick Green, Valerie Roberts,                 
Andrew Mainwaring, Rick Shallcross (conductor),        
Tudor Edwards.  Incidentally, if you’re wondering 
what the sticker on the notice board says, it reads 
“Congratulations on a successful peal”. 

Neil Bennett 


